
HISTORY

EXAM BOARD : EDEXCEL
COURSE DURATION: 2 YEARS
For further information please see : Mr Sears
Course Content
The History A-Level is designed to cover the most interesting moments across a broad swathe of history. 
From the turmoil of the battlefields of the English Civil War to the steps of the Winter Palace in the Russian 
Revolution; from Florence Nightingale to Martin Luther King, A level History at Harwich and Dovercourt 
Sixth Form College is exciting and thought-provoking.

Entry Requirements
Students must have grade 5 or above in GCSE History, if taken, and preferably a grade 6. If History has 
not been taken at GCSE, students require a grade 5 in English and another Humanities subject.

In addition to this, the course provides a range of useful transferable skills, such as 
the ability to analyse different sources of information, to consider the differing 

importance of factors, and to present and summarise information effectively.

Please approach us for more details.

Assessment
The course has 3 exams at the end of the second year and one assessed 
piece of coursework

Coursework - 20%  Exams - 80%

Future Pathways
An A-level in History provides options to students who wish to pursue a wide 

range of post 16 options. With a strong academic foundation, A-level History is 
highly valued by universities up and down the country. Beyond the further study 

of History, the A-level is a gateway to study other subjects at university - Law, 
Politics and Sociology amongst others. In short, a success at A-level History provides 

a strong foundation for students to pursue rigorous study in post 16 education. 

History provides the ideal entry to a large number of well-paid careers because it is concerned with the 
careful analysis of real people and societies. Combined with other humanities or creative arts subjects, it 
leads to careers in the media, law, journalism, management, business, accountancy, education and social 
services. Linked with Science subjects it can show the context within which Science and Technology have 
developed.

History is well-regarded by a number of different occupations due to the transferable skills that it provides. 
A History qualification shows an ability to assimilate large amounts of information, an ability to critically 
analyse information and an ability to construct a reasoned argument. These skills make an A-Level in 
History a desirable qualification, whatever career path you are considering.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities
We hope to provide opportunities where possible, such as: conferences in London geared towards A-Level 
students, to assist with achieving the highest grades at these levels of study. A visit to London Museums 
and possibly beyond, to complement Year 12 and 13 study.  A-Level coursework is done with the support 
of the University of Essex, providing a chance to visit and work with key members of the department and 
students.
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